Fort Constitution Arms Collectors
Meeting Report: December 5, 2018

Web address: http://www.armscollectors.org/

Ho Ho Ho’s to you from the fort, and Warm Happy Wishes to all!
Is it really possible that we’re about to face the year 2019?... How can this be? Seems like only a
few weeks ago we celebrated the “beginning” of 2018… and before that it was 1970, wasn’t it?
Good Grief Charlie Brown!... At any rate we’re now in that SPECIAL time of year once
more!... “Christmas, Hanukah, and Festivus!” All Good Things To YOU from the FCAC!

Grins and Christmas Clams!
Our December meeting was a BIGGEE!.. LOTS of our garrison turned out for our last club
gathering of the year, and the Bektash building was FILLED!
There were some terrific things set out on the tables, and much buy-sell activity. More NEW
members joined the FCAC that night… and we WELCOME all of you folks to the family!
It was Great to have a number of you ladies with us too. Fort Constitution isn’t just for guys, it’s
a family thing for men and women both… so feel free to be a part of the fun! Heck, ladies like
collecting, hunting and shooting guns too, and we ALL appreciate History, Pizza and Brownies!
There was no “new” news to report on, though there’s much going on for current events in the
world. There’s no sense in rehashing what you already know about. Just be aware that with the
Democrats having made “some” advances… Firearms ownership will be under renewed attack in
the coming year… not a pleasant thought, but something we all must firmly deal with.

The Highlight of the December meeting was an impressive presentation by our friend and club
member Bob Anderson, who spoke of all things M-1 Carbine! It was a terrific narrative by Bob
that covered the innovation, development and perfection of the sweet little rifle developed for
WW2 that we all love. Everyone learned something from Bob that night, and I learned that I
should never have taken for granted all the carbines that I’d bought and sold “cheap” years ago
when Randy Boutelle and I would hit yard sales and gun shows looking for cool stuff. Yeh, we
found it, but damn… I wish that I STILL had it. Good things are HARDER to find these days!

Big Thanks to you Bob from ALL of us!
Guest Speakers Are Encouraged
“Everyone is smart about something!” and that’s certainly true for us in the FCAC. Sharing
knowledge is part of what we as collectors should do for one another, and subject talks like
Bob’s are what bring our club alive! Please give some thought to what it is that YOU do, and to
what YOUR area of interest or expertise is. A brief talk or narrative by you would be much
appreciated…No reason to be shy, because we’re all family!... Speak to Evan or to Roger.

Dicks is regretting pulling “riffles” from their stores - Ha Ha!
Dicks Sporting Goods is warning investors that its decision to remove certain "assaultstyle" weapons from its Field & Stream stores cost it dearly and may limit its future
gains. The sporting goods retailer was forced to confront angry shareholders late last
week after its stocks tanked more than 4.5% and financial conglomerate J.P. Morgan
Chase downgraded Dick's shares, saying the company was "overweight."
https://www.dailywire.com/news/38935/dicks-sporting-goods-warns-investors-our-decisionemily-zanotti

How To Survive In The Jungle
I was recently given the above titled article written and printed in the Connecticut Sunday Herald
back on March 12, 1972. No idea “who” the author was. I couldn’t locate it on-line, and I’m not
gonna retype the whole darned thing… but it has to do with the then assault (beating) upon Miss
Edith Kermit Roosevelt who was the granddaughter of Theodore Roosevelt. The assault by a
band of teenage boys happened in broad daylight in Washington DC in front of the upscale
townhouse where Miss Roosevelt lived. She’d gone out to mail a letter. Said the Herald… “This
is why this newspaper has long advocated that everyone in the U.S. should be taught how to use
a gun.” This CONNECTICUT newspaper then further editorialized… “Had Miss Roosevelt had
a gun and had the laws been as they should have been when she was attacked by this band of
young savages, she would have been absolutely justified in shooting to protect herself.”
Interesting that attitudes in Connecticut are demonstrably much different today!

Philippines Orders 50,000 .45 ACP Pistols
You can’t argue with perfection. The Philippine Department of National Defense has announced
that they have signed a contract to manufacture 50,000 ‘.45 caliber high-capacity pistols’ with
ARMSCOR for the use by the Philippine armed forces (AFP).
https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2018/12/03/philippines-orderspistol/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=2018-1204&utm_campaign=Weekly+Newsletter

Nine Miscellaneous AMRs and Hand Cannons from Syria
Here’s something fun to make you smile!... Locally made firearms that were created by Syrian
rebels and other armed factions. Inventive and Improvised?... I guess so!....
“Hold my glass of fermented Camel milk Mustafa, and watch this!”
https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2018/11/30/nine-miscellaneous-amrs-and-handcannons-from-syria/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=201812-04&utm_campaign=Weekly+Newsletter

‘Revolver Rivalry: Colt vs. Smith & Wesson
By the turn of the century, both of America’s major handgun manufacturers made revolvers that
looked quite similar, behaved much the same and even sold at roughly the same price. They fired
the same cartridges and came in small, medium and large configurations. From that point in time
forward to the 1970s, it was a battle for supremacy. Here’s an interesting reveal.
https://www.shootingillustrated.com/articles/2016/11/9/revolver-rivalry-colt-vs-smithwesson/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=insider&utm_campaign=1118

Battle of the Best 22 Survival Rifles: Henry AR 7 vs. Marlin Papoose
The takedown rifle has been around at least since the bicycle rifles of the turn of the 20th
century. Hunters valued light-weight rifles that could break down into pieces. This allowed for
ease of transport to and from the destination. Plinkers could ride to the edge of town and pop
glass bottles without having a gun strapped over their backs. Boaters, campers, and others saw
the appeal in a rifle that could take up little space but come in handy in case of need. In other
words–aa survival rifle, one that can be used for signaling, dispatching small game for food,
perhaps even for self-defense against predators, four-legged and otherwise.
https://www.ammoland.com/2018/11/henry-ar-7-vs-marlin-papoose-battle-of-the-best-22survival-rifles/#axzz5XRkhWNLW

San Francisco newspaper: “To all you hunters who kill animals for food, shame on you!
Go to the store and buy the meat that was made there, where no animals were harmed”.
Why do croutons come in airtight packages?... Aren't they just stale bread to begin with?

The story of John Lincoln "Johnny" Clem

In May of 1861, 9 year old John Lincoln "Johnny" Clem ran away from his home in Newark,
Ohio, to join the Union Army, but found the Army was not interested in signing on a 9 year old
boy when the commander of the 3rd Ohio Regiment told him he "wasn't enlisting infants," and
turned him down. Clem tried the 22nd Michigan Regiment next, and its commander told him the
same. Determined, Clem tagged after the regiment, acted out the role of a drummer boy, and was
allowed to remain. Though still not regularly enrolled, he performed camp duties and received a
soldier's pay of $13 a month, a sum collected and donated by the regiment's officers.
The next April, at Shiloh, Clem's drum was smashed by an artillery round and he became a
minor news item as "Johnny Shiloh, The Smallest Drummer". A year later, at the Battle Of
Chickamauga, he rode an artillery caisson to the front and wielded a musket trimmed to his size.
In one of the Union retreats a Confederate officer ran after the cannon Clem rode with, and
yelled, "Surrender you damned little Yankee!" Johnny shot him dead. This pluck won for Clem
national attention and the name "Drummer Boy of Chickamauga."
Clem stayed with the Army through the war, served as a courier, and was wounded twice.
Between Shiloh and Chickamauga he was regularly enrolled in the service, began receiving his
own pay, and was soon-after promoted to the rank of Sergeant. He was only 12 years old. After
the Civil War he tried to enter West Point but was turned down because of his slim education. A
personal appeal to President Ulysses S. Grant, his commanding general at Shiloh, won him a 2nd
Lieutenant's appointment in the Regular Army on 18 December 1871, and in 1903 he attained
the rank of Colonel and served as Assistant Quartermaster General. He retired from the Army as
a Major General in 1916, having served an astounding 55 years.
General Clem died in San Antonio, Texas on 13 May 1937, exactly 3 months shy of his 86th
birthday, and is buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

Red-Flag Laws Lead to Gun Grabs!
Dozens of people in Oregon and Maryland have had to turn in their guns after requests were filed
under those states’ respective red-flag laws, questioning whether someone was likely to present a
danger to themselves or others. What’s to stop someone from abusing the law? Can you imagine
breaking up with your significant other, then they turn around and tell officials you’ve got a gun
and they’re afraid you might use it because you’re either distraught or angry? And what’s to keep
a vehement anti-gunner from just turning in your name on a whim, simply because they know
you have a gun! https://www.americas1stfreedom.org/articles/2018/11/18/red-flag-lawslead-to-gun-grabs/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=insider&utm_campaign=1118

Legendary and Unfortunate Tales
It’s “book review” time again, and though this would perhaps have been more “appropriate” at
Halloween, I’m just now getting to it. Yesterday, I finished reading “Cursed in New England”
which was given to me on my birthday. It’s filled with fascinating stories and incidents that I
WASN’T aware of.
. New Englanders are always cursing. There’s the colorful profanity of course (WTF?),
but then there are the true maledictions; curses intended to invoke evil, injury, or total
destruction! Stories about preternatural revenge and other eerie happenings color New England’s
history. Some are well known, while others are nearly forgotten. “Haunted Pubs of New
England” is also a good read. If you’re familiar with the little towns and places, stories like
these are even better! I know a number of people who’ve actually SEEN ghosts, and wish that
one would pop up in front of ME! To date though I’ve just “heard” things, and been witness to
some coincidences and happenings that DEFY explanation… MEOW!
“Hey all you ghosts out there! - MERRY CHRISTMAS to you!”

The story of the “Pepperell Witch” begins on page 137 in "Cursed in New England: More
Stories of Damned Yankees" by Joseph A. Citro.
Checking all the available computer links on the "witch", it appears that she lived in North
Pepperell, Massachusetts around 1820... was probably an indigent Quaker lady... and as such was
disliked by the Puritan residents of Pepperell. Her surname was "Lovejoy", and Mistress Lovejoy
was apparently considered by the local Puritans to be odd looking and eccentric. Perhaps she was
“argumentative” too, since Quaker and Puritan theologies and style didn’t mix!
At about that time some of the local men, no doubt prodded by the local women, decided to
take action. Three of them abducted her. Two restrained her while the third took a red-hot
branding iron from the fire and applied it to the center of her forehead. For some days she
languished, retreating from the indignity… and soon after she left town. But before leaving, she
uttered words that reverberated long after she'd vanished. Illness, death, destruction, and
ruination would befall the town of North Pepperell... AND IT DID!
Reminds me of what I’ve also been reading in “Long Island Discovery” by Ms. Seon Manley.
New York, Long Island, and much of New England were settled in the 1600’s by the Dutch and
then the English. Those two factions were in constant conflict with each other. Most of those
early land grabbers were either Puritan or Quaker, with a few other “Christian” religions thrown
into the mix. Everyone disliked Everyone Else! (HA). In particular it was Puritans vs. Quakers.
The Indians meanwhile (and there then were MANY tribes)… were disliked by EVERYONE.

The Ruby Pistol Revisited

Despite the fact that Europe had been expecting some sort of
major conflict for almost 20 years, when war finally came in 1914 many countries were
unprepared for the event… or at least underestimated its ultimate extent. Like so many wars of
times past, belligerents felt that it would be over in a few weeks or months, and resources at hand
would be more than adequate to deal with the situation... HA! Subsequent events proved them
woefully wrong, as year after year of grueling combat on several continents ground down men
and materiel at an unprecedented rate.
. At the beginning of World War I, France had one of the largest standing armies in the world,
with a total of 777,000 regulars and 46,000 colonial troops. Upon mobilization, by the summer
of 1914 another 2.9 million men were added to the forces, creating a strain to equip and arm
them properly. By the wars end, these numbers had swelled to a total of some 8,317,000 French
and 475,000 colonials. Even the high attrition rate (eventually 4.2 million casualties with 1.3
million dead) would not prove that much of a relief on arms supplies, and France was constantly
looking for ways to bolster shortfalls. The little 7.65 (.32 ACP) Ruby auto pistol caught the eyes
of French ordnance officials and was soon adopted for use by the forces of the Republique.
http://www.gunsandammo.com/editorial/the-ruby-pistol/327834

Trench Art
Though the name “Trench Art” invokes thoughts of miserable soldiers dodging bullets while
carving out mementos with battlefield implements, it is actually a generic name given to a larger
category of soldiers’ art that reaches back even before World War I. Collectors of trench art
often apply the nickname to pieces created by soldiers and civilians working in war-torn
occupied countries. http://www.gunsandammo.com/editorial/trench-art/327793#

Handgun Beauties: Ruger Standard .22
In 1949, Bill Ruger wanted to produce and market a .22 semiautomatic handgun. He acquired a
Japanese Nambu from a returning Marine and duplicated the gun in his garage, calling it the
“Ruger Baby Nambu.” He later modified the design—changing the profile but retaining the
Nambu’s basic operation—but he lacked the money to pursue his dream. He approached his
wealthy friend Alex Sturm, who immediately jumped on the bandwagon with a contribution of
$50,000 to produce the gun, which they named the Standard model. Aimed at hunters and target
shooters, it was priced at $37.50 http://www.handgunsmag.com/editorial/handgun-beautiesruger-standard-22/329187

.30-30 Winchester Ammo: Ideal for Personal Defense?
So what about the .30-30 Winchester as a viable defense round? Is it any good, or should it
be hung over the wall with Granddad’s antique snowshoes? Where the .30-30 has been
proven and documented, however, has been right here in the US and in the waning days of the
Old West. By the time the 1894 Winchester was introduced, most of the frontier had been
settled, the Indian Wars were over, the bison were all but gone from the plains and most of the
wild in the wild west had now been tamed. Still, the 1894 Winchester and the .30-30 found favor
on both sides of the law and both sides of the border. Heck… “Regulator” Tom Horn (in the far
left photo) liked em both! https://www.ammoland.com/2018/11/30-30-winchesterammo-personal-defense/#axzz5Xck50YX3

Know-How: The Easy Way to a Euro Mount
Some taxidermists utilize laborsaving dermestid beetles. Unfortunately, they are a year-round
responsibility and high maintenance for the DIY hunter with a couple of skulls to clean annually.
Plus, if they escape, look out. They’ll destroy anything carbon-based including leather furniture
and mounted heads. On the other hand, a pressure washer can zip a skull clean in minutes.
https://www.americanhunter.org/articles/2017/11/9/know-how-the-easy-way-to-a-euromount?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=insider&utm_campaign=1118

Wyoming Bear Attack - No Round in Chamber, Magazine & Pistol Separated
On Friday afternoon, the 14th of September, Mark Uptain, a hunting guide, and Corey Chubon, a
bow hunter, were attacked by grizzly bears as they processed an elk carcass. When Uptain was
attacked, Chubon was able to reach his Glock 20 while the bear was engaged with Uptain. He
was able to extract the pistol from the holster. He had time to shoot. He could not make the pistol
fire… WTF? In desperation Uptain used Bear Spray, but was killed. To me, autos are finicky.
Carry a Big Wheel Gun if you’re heading out into the woods!
https://www.ammoland.com/2018/11/wyoming-bear-attack-glock-had-no-round-inchamber-magazine-pistol-separated/#axzz5Xck50YX3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnS3A0u7x-4

Allied troops entering Dusseldorf Germany at one point of WW I found copies
of a document titled “Communists Rules for Revolution” – written in 1915.
1. Encourage government extravagance destroy its credit and produce fear of inflation.
2. Divide the people into hostile groups by constantly harping on controversial matters.
3. Control all means of publicity; divert people’s minds from their government.
4. Destroy the people’s faith in their natural leaders by holding them up to contempt and ridicule.
5. Cause the registration of all firearms with a view to confiscating them.
6. By specious argument cause breakdown of the moral virtues, honesty, sobriety, continence ,
.
faith in the pledged word.
7. Corrupt the young, interest them in sex. Make them superficial; destroy their ruggedness.
8. Promote unnecessary strikes in vital industries, encourage civil disorders and foster a lenient .
.
attitude on the part of the government toward such disorders.
9. Always preach true democracy, but seize power however possible. (Does this sound familiar?)

In the old west vegetarians were
often shot with little provocation

I’ve warned you men,
there’ll be no gunplay in this town

It was over, but the way the townsfolk
called it neither man was a clear winner

History in December
December 1, 1942 - The Beveridge Report was published in Britain envisioning the welfare state
including insurance for the entire population.
December 2, 1804 - Napoleon Bonaparte was crowned Emperor of France by Pope Pius VII in Paris.
December 2, 1823 - President James Monroe introduced his "Monroe Doctrine" during his annual
message to Congress, prohibiting further colonization of the American continents by European powers.
December 5, 1933 - The 18th Amendment (Prohibition) to the U.S. Constitution was repealed. For nearly
14 years, since January 29, 1920, it had outlawed the manufacture, transportation, and sale of alcoholic
beverages in the U.S. Now, New Hampshire is home to over 70 micro-breweries and growing!
December 6, 1877 - At his laboratory in West Orange, New Jersey, Thomas Edison spoke the children's
verse "Mary had a Little Lamb", while demonstrating his newly invented phonograph.
December 7, 1941 - The U.S. Naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, was attacked by nearly 200 Japanese
aircraft in a raid that lasted just over one hour and left nearly 3,000 Americans dead.

December 10, 1898 - The Treaty of Paris was signed between American and Spanish representatives
following Spain's defeat in the Spanish-American War, and was signed by President William McKinley.
December 13, 1577 - Francis Drake departed England, on his voyage around the world.
December 13, 1862 - During the American Civil War, the Battle of Fredericksburg took place.
December 13, 1937 - The beginning of one of the worst atrocities of World War II as the Chinese city of
Nanking (Nanjing) was captured by the Japanese. Over the next six weeks, the “Rape of Nanking”
occurred in which Japanese soldiers randomly attacked, raped and indiscriminately killed an estimated
200,000 Chinese persons.
December 15, 1939 - Gone with the Wind had its world premiere in Atlanta, introduced by producer
David O. Selznick and featuring appearances by Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable.
December 16, 1944 - American big-band leader Glenn Miller disappeared in a small plane over the
English Channel… Also during World War II in Europe, the “Battle of the Bulge” began.
December 20, 1606 - The Virginia Company expedition to America began as three small ships, the Susan
Constant, Godspeed and Discovery, departed London. In May of 1607, the royally chartered company
established the first permanent English settlement in America at Jamestown, Virginia.
December 23, 1888 - Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh cut off his left ear…. “WHAT? “
December 24, 1914 - The First-Ever German air raid against Britain took place when a German
monoplane dropped a single bomb on Dover, England, during World War I… “Now Surrender!”
December 25th - Christmas Day, and the birth of Jesus of Nazareth…(He’s STILL my favorite Jew!)
December 27, 1831 - Charles Darwin set out from Plymouth, England, aboard the ship HMS Beagle on
his five-year global scientific expedition… and how long did their toilet paper last one might ask?
December 30, 1803 - The Stars and Stripes flag was raised over New Orleans as the United States took
formal possession of the territory of Louisiana, an area of 885,000 square miles, nearly doubling the size
of the U.S. France was paid the sum of $15 million. Of course no one consulted the Indians living there.

Next Meeting: January 2, 2019
* Bring along a pal, neighbor, co-worker, your wife, significant other, or
anyone you know who enjoys collecting or the shooting sports!

The doctors that told Stephen Hawking he had two years to live in
1953 are now probably all dead

If it's true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the others here for?

100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars.
Today everyone has cars and only the rich own horses

